Access with evidence development schemes: a framework for description and evaluation.
There is an inevitable tension between robust reimbursement processes and providing speedy access to new and novel technologies, given uncertainties about key pieces of evidence and subsequent concerns regarding their overall efficiency. The public perception of these treatments as 'breakthrough', combined with substantial clinical pressure, has led to healthcare payers looking for schemes that allow the new technology to be made available to (some) patients, while (at least partially) protecting the principles of their reimbursement decision-making processes. Current literature on these schemes is almost completely descriptive and provides little help in planning future schemes. We propose a framework for evaluating current schemes and informing the design of future schemes. We examine the value of the framework using the UK Multiple Sclerosis Risk-Sharing Scheme as a case study.